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Parish Statement on Domestic Abuse 2026 
  

Parish of Bengeo (Holy Trinity with Christ Church and St. Leonard)  
in the Church of England Diocese of St Albans 

 
Policy for Responding to Domestic Abuse  
 
All forms of domestic abuse are wrong and must stop. We are committed to promoting and 
supporting environments which:  
• ensure that all people feel welcomed, respected and safe from abuse;  
• protect those vulnerable to domestic abuse from actual or potential harm;  
• recognise equality amongst people and within relationships;  
• enable and encourage concerns to be raised and responded to appropriately and consistently.  
We recognise that:  
• all forms of domestic abuse cause damage to the survivor and express an imbalance of power in 
the relationship;  
• all survivors (regardless of age, disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual 
orientation or identity) have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or abuse;  
• domestic abuse can occur in all communities;  
• domestic abuse may be a single incident, but is usually a systematic, repeated pattern which 
escalates in severity and frequency;  
• domestic abuse, if witnessed or overheard by a child, is a form of abuse by the perpetrator of the 
abusive behaviour;  
• working in partnership with children, adults and other agencies is essential in promoting the 
welfare of any child or adult suffering abuse.  
We will endeavour to respond to domestic abuse by:  
In all our activities –  
• valuing, listening to and respecting both survivors and alleged or known perpetrators of domestic 
abuse.  
In our publicity –  
• raising awareness about other agencies, support services, resources and expertise, through 
providing information in public and women-only areas of relevance to survivors, children and alleged 
or known perpetrators of domestic abuse.  
When concerns are raised –  
• ensuring that those who have experienced abuse can find safety and informed help;  
• working with the appropriate statutory bodies during an investigation into domestic abuse, 
including when allegations are made against a member of the church community.  
In our care –  
• ensuring that informed and appropriate pastoral care is offered to any child, young person or adult 
who has suffered abuse;  
• identifying and outlining the appropriate relationship of those with pastoral care responsibilities with 
both survivors and alleged or known perpetrators of domestic abuse.  
 
If you have any concerns or need to talk to anyone please contact  

Parish Safeguarding Officer Vicar    Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 

Mrs Anne Sentance  Rev. Robert Thompson  Jeremy Hirst 

07973 920625   01992 413691   01727 818107 

        07867 350886 

 

Hertfordshire County Council:  child protection 0300 123 4043 

adult care concerns 0300 123 4042 

 

This policy was approved at the Parochial Church Council Meeting held on 26 March 2026 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Hertfordshire+County+Council&oq=st+albans+social+servcies&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgEEAAYFhgeMgYIABBFGDkyCQgBEAAYDRiABDIJCAIQABgNGIAEMggIAxAAGBYYHjIICAQQABgWGB4yDQgFEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyBwgGEAAY7wUyCggHEAAYgAQYogTSAQkxMTEyNGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfCJj2z3mfV5ZVYQ1QS_PTTG1DCL0vSMrEg9bOKP8dDP5g1VZJT-61sU47LSSc9NG8i1Tj3gB9bNqCkcoSx3_moRsK8B2QE-F-Qze_wfh0iPqIQHzyQEN1kjJc_gOck-VAlo6DsdvXMLVCv-eRvUFEvxHOh3HVcVKYFbV76EJr3w_c5U6uKWc33ZfaWiY6jkEjjdvdkT9J1ePAg1Bv1vZRB1JD1k6gOHGyOuoXOzY9wGPvZOZp9wyGO3Z6HM9cR0TleL6WMRfS8SZbW2GXB_4m4n&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjZzpnBlceSAxXnWEEAHdB-KkUQgK4QegQIARAC

